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Unifying the body of Christ in order to most glorify God and inspire
others to accept the saving and satisfying love of Jesus Christ.
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Letter irom the Editor

As we finish the final touches to the newsletter
we are always prayerful that it will be an
inspiration. For those of you who have been on this
journey with us form the beginning, we trust that
the Lord’s testimony in regards to Inspiration

§ Ministries has blessed you. If this is your first time
@ reading, we pray this newsletter will contain
8l testimony of God’s faithfulness to the salvation of
i souls and the increase of His ministry. We believe
- that the Lord has set forth a vision of this ministry
and we are blessed to see |ts fruition every month.

God is greater...Through this six month renovation process, we have met
opposition. We have seen a couple of our most successful months of business
along with a change in plans because of bureaucratic mumbo jumbo. We have
been praying for variance approvals, fire alarm systems, financial provision, and
ministry contributions and let me tell you something...God has been faithful
every single time. We have our approvals, and our building permit has been
reinstated. As the Lord makes provision we are going to finish this work as we
praise God right here in the downtown Auburn community.

God’s grace is greater... “Man, I just wanted to say thank you for giving me
a one-up when | didn’t have anybody. I found a good church, and maybe a
couple good jobs soon.” Those are the words of Donnie Fugate, a man that gave
his life to Christ a couple weeks prior right here in the Cupbearer Café. He came
in with nothing and by that afternoon, Donnie was born again, accepted into a
shelter in Angola, and at peace with God and man. The grace of God knows no
bounds. We understand that Donnie received something so precious, but believe
me when | say that God is so gracious to allow us to participate in His ministry.

God is stronger...Brethren, His is! He is stronger than the enemy. He is
stronger than our bleakest moments. Be inspired, Church, knowing that we have
overcome the world by the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony. Let
it ring loud and true. Rejoice in His sovereignty and never lose sight of His
supreme authority over things around us seen and unseen. Hallelujah!

Ambassadors, today is the day of salvation for those saved and those being
saved. The name of the Lord is a strong tower, able to shelter, hold, sustain, and
build up the Saints. Let us lead the lost to the One that can save their souls, and
secure their eternity. Pray fervently with us for the Kingdom of God to increase
on both sides of the wall. Run and don’t stop pursuing Him. Never stop!

We are Inspired,

Cudrew- L. Foster C“pbqarer S{g@

Inspiration Ministries INC, Director &
The Cupbearer Café, Owner
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138 East 7'" Street
Auburn, Indiana 46706

SE+tLING in at tHE NEW ADDRESS

Soon Inspiration Ministries is transitioning its P.O. Box to the address at the
Inspiration Ministries Fellowship Center. We are going to be receiving mail at
138 East 7" Street in Auburn, Indiana 46706. We will still have the P.O. Box for
another month, but soon mail will start being returned if not addressed to the
new Inspiration Ministries address. We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Writing for - =
Inspiration Ministries

INSPIRATION
tracts

Praise God for mail about what the Lord is doing in the lives of so many.
God is inspiring people on both sides of the wall to forfeit this world and pledge
obedience to the One who deserves all the glory from our lives.

The most amazing part is that often our inspiration comes from the Word of
God. No matter how many times we have read the Bible, it is the Holy Spirit
who speaks to our hearts and teaches us to be like Christ. We pray that these
tracts, testimonies, and other spiritual nuggets will inspire you as they have us.

Please write as you diligently seek God’s face to share what the Lord is
teaching you through His Word. | guarantee the Lord will use it to inspire others.

We always appreciate hearing from our brothers and sisters. What is going
on behind those walls is important to us. We want to encourage you in the name
of Jesus Christ to be at your fullest potential for Him.

Pray & Act

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Romans 12:11

by Kirsten Heiniger

When we take a second to look around at the people we come into contact
with, whether it is a co-offenders, officers, co-workers, friends, neighbors, or
loves ones, we undoubtedly will come across someone who has yet to accept the
saving and satisfying love of Jesus Christ. This is not the time to ask God what
we should do, or to justify lack of action with feelings of inadequacy. This is not
the time to fear rejection or a negative reaction. This is the time when we should
stop being lazy or self-doubting, instead recognizing the zealous desire that has
been placed on our hearts to see these people come to know and love our Savior.
Make a commitment to ACT, and to act quickly, when this time arises. If you
don’t feel this desire, pray and asked to be filled with this desire; this desire to
fulfill the Great Commission, to lead others to a life in Christ, to show others the
love of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God’s desire is that none should perish,
and this should also be our desire.




Objective Forethought
Building 2 Mindset for Godly Wisdom

by Don Chaffin
Adjusting the Focus

If we were watching television, and the picture turned fuzzy and distorted, |
think it is safe to say that any one of us would get up to investigate the problem.
We would get up and walk over to the set and attempt to solve the problem by
adjusting the set. And if that did not work, we would look at our options.

1. We would quit and turn the set off.

2. We would continue to problem solve. We would try our perceived solutions
and attempt to see if they work.

3. We would get out the owner’s manual and look for troubleshooting tips.

4. Call a friend to help us find a solution, or look for advice that we know is
inexpensive (A cheap way out).

5. Call a certified service technician for repair and advice.

6. Go buy a new television set.

This scenario, in a sense, is similar to how we view others and ourselves. For
in everyday life we all perceive people and their actions as either clear or fuzzy.
We generate views and beliefs that build our conceptual awareness of what is
going on around us. We make determinations that build our mindset.

As we do this, we go through a system of assessment. We look at facts,
perceived facts (by trial and error), rational viewpoints (as we deem rational),
and expertise. In our assessment process we utilize several components, with our
focus knowledge, emotion, objective, time, and expense. It’s how we problem
solve the technical aspects of things around us.

We can do this same process in our spiritual life. We can focus on the inward
aspects of who we are as objectively as we look at the outer elements around us.
The way we look at the people and things that make up the elements around us
constructs our mindset of them. What we view, as we look at ourselves,
constructs our view of ourselves.

We all should examine ourselves to get a focused view of our conscience
state and what our mindset is. It is important to not only know your mindset, but
also understand how it works. How do you ask questions and answer them in
decision-making? Is their intensity? Are you confrontational as you look at
yourself? How do you deal with questions in a confrontational setting? Are you
honest within yourself spiritually?

The Road to Maturity

Dr. Henry Brandt says, “A mature person is one who is sufficiently objective
about himself to know both his strengths and weaknesses, and has created a
planned program for overcoming his weaknesses.”

As humans, we like to discover our true gifts, talents, and abilities, but also
deny our failures and weaknesses. As sinful humans, we deny our spiritual
weaknesses, which doesn’t alleviate our problems. It only delays, to a future
time, a crises that can (and will) inhibit spiritual growth.

When a crises arises in our life, our level of spiritual maturity will always
reveal itself.

Robert Freeman, which author and lecturer Chuck Swindoll alludes to in his
book, “The Quest for Character”, puts maturity in a realistic state with his
assessment that character is not developed in times of crisis, but only exhibited.
With this in mind, we need to consider how we will choose to focus our mental
actions as we look at ourselves inwardly.

Which Road to Travel?

In our mental process, there are two basic paths on which we travel. We base
all of our decisions on what we perceive while we are on one of these roads,.
They are, namely, objectivity or subjectivity.

There is a big difference between the two. And, thankfully, the Bible helps us
to differentiate the differences between the two when looking at the inward,
unrevealed, human mind and the sinful nature. Scripture can show us the rights
and wrongs of the inward and outward man, and the rights and wrongs of the
road in which we travel. II Timothy 3:16 states, “All scripture is God-breathed,
and useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness.”

If you look into the Random House Dictionary you will find these definitions
for the words objective and subjective:

OBJECTIVE (1) being or belonging to the object of thought or perception (2)
not affected by personal feelings or prejudice (3) being the goal of one’s actions
(4) dealing with things external to the mind rather than with thoughts or feelings.

SUBJECTIVE (1) belonging to the thinking subject rather than to the object of
thought (2) relying on one’s personal feelings or opinions

It’s remarkably important that we understand the differences of outcome in
focus on these two roads. How we choose our thoughts and actions, hundreds of
times a day, with the many internal and external things that stimulate us, is
where we adjust our focus daily. (Pavlov’s Stimulus Response Theory in
Psychology is a good rudimentary example of how the focus concept works.)

What we are subjected to, whether by choice or not, by people, in places, in
events, by other’s thinking and attitudes, and then by our own rationale, affect
our perspective of the inward man and the road he travels. We are creatures




divinely created to make choices and decisions. We must choose wisely, as all
spiritual success and failure hang in balance with our decisions.

The Filtering Process

We filter all information in our decision-making process. Activity and
responses vary with each individual, but we are all accountable for our choices.
What we utilize to impact us will determine if we are an objective or subjective
individual. This happens when we conscientiously deal with inward questions.

One of the most probing questions a Christian can ask themselves is this, “Do
I honestly confront myself on all issues with enough objectivity to make a Godly
decision, or decisions, with God’s Word, to glorify and honor Him?

There are questions in the filtering process that are very valid. Do | make all
of my decisions based solely on my feelings and emotions? In determining who |
am, both on the inside and outside, are both parts of me objective or subjective?
Based on the scriptures, are my assessments realistic and honest? These are all
pivotal questions that must be answered in order to develop spiritual maturity.

In general, a subjective person will look for the quick easy answers that are
safe, emotionally soothing, and less demanding on their time, emotions, and
resources. The objective individual, who still feels some of the same types of
pain that the subjective person feels, is more apt to sense a need for closure and
finality to a problem. Consequently, they will keep focused on the accountability
needed to make a good decision, with critically sound judgment practices.

Character and integrity play a monumental part in sound decisions. Problem
assessment must always revolve around objectivity in order to take on a task or
problem successfully. Inward character assessment works the same way.
Obijective thought requires the truth, regardless of what external and internal
forces try to tell us.

Subjective actions are driven by subjective thought. Sadly, many times we
fail in developing our Christian maturity because we do not recognize when we
are using a subjective mindset. It is paramount that we always try to focus
objectively in how we are living our Christian life.

Staying Focused

Staying focused is staying healthy. How many people do you know who take
in nothing but junk, and avoid exercise, and still remain perfectly healthy? |
doubt we could find many whose metabolism would allow them to do so.
Eventually, the sedentary lifestyle would catch up to them.

The Christian lifestyle is no different. Avoid healthy habits, and soon the junk
you take in is going to take its toll. For the Christian, staying healthy is grounded
in staying focused objectively through daily Bible reading and prayer. If these
aren’t consistent, objective thinking will not remain consistent.

God’s Word, prayer, and staying focused objectively are the starting points
that are crucial in building a mindset for spiritual maturity. Through these
avenues for critical thinking we obtain the discernment abilities to be rational in

assessing our inner being.

The whole of Christianity and our belief in Christ is founded in fact, then
faith, and lastly on our emotions. Our critical thinking process is impacted by our
will, our emotions, and our intellect. How we use our intellect in determining
what is more important to our will, objectivity or subjectivity, our will
underscores the power of our emotions.

This is where the rubber meets the road. What road are you traveling on?
Have you recently looked? It begins in our mind with choices, good and bad,
sometimes without even a second thought. But, if we allow the Holy Spirit to
confront our minds, in forethought, we will be given ample opportunities to
determine and differentiate between objective and subjective thought patterns.

Realistically, on our own there is really not enough strength in us to combat
subjective thinking without the Holy Spirit’s power and direction. That is why
prayer, whether verbal or just in thought, is so vital to the Christian. Cutting
short on prayer in your life is a sure way to deprive yourself of spiritual vitality.

The same is true of Bible study. If we starve ourselves, or take in only junk
into our spiritual life, why should we expect to be healthy? Common sense tells
us that if we do not take care of our bodies we will have to suffer for our actions.
Why would our spiritual lives be any different?

I sometimes think that the reason why we don’t study the Bible is our fear of
the unknown. | have three trains of thought that come to mind on this dilemma.
(1) Is it because that we understand that the higher we climb in God’s Word, we
understand the risks, or assume to understand there are risks, that are involved in
a higher knowledge of God and His challenges for us individually? Do we fear
the climb because of the personal risks? (2)Are we afraid of the responsibility
that comes with having a higher knowledge of God, His precepts, and His will
for our lives? And (3) Is there fear we can’t understand the Bible?

Looking at Our Barriers

If fear of studying the Bible is a concern, there are several good books
available on the market to help us today. Any one of the books that teach how to
study the Bible inductively will make a difference in learning the Bible.

Simply, the inductive style of study breaks the Bible into three study
components. (1) The observation phase- where you break the scriptures down to
find the facts. (2) Interpretation- where we put the facts in a logical and
understandable manner to observe their constructional and intentional purpose.
And (3) Application- Where we begin to apply what we have discovered and
learned in the other components, as they relate to us.

During the observation and interpretation stages - we study the Bible. During
the application stage - the Bible, with the direction of the Holy Spirit, studies us.

The Holy Spirit reveals so many truths of the Bible to us in this type of Bible
study. If we pay attention to what it reveals, we change spiritually. For in the
application process there is a birthplace for spiritual growth. This is where we
find the power of objective forethought. This is where we begin to understand




God’s divine purpose with clarity and become empowered Christians.

Christian maturity is truly conceived, and objective forethought is only
possible, through the saving power of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy
Spirit that can direct our lives. After Jesus Christ comes into our life, we have to
prepare with faith, in hope, with courage, to be obedient and submissive to the
“unction of the Holy Spirit.”

That unction, which anoints, soothes, and heals, will equip us with wisdom
and understanding. The unction given us by the Holy Spirit is what allows us to
make and determine choices in understanding, both objectively and subjectively.
It is a crossroads that brings wisdom far beyond our human capacity.

At this crossroads, if we yield to God’s Word and the Holy Spirit, we learn
when to hang on, when to let go, when to give up, give in, to commit and to
reject, in our thoughts, words, and actions. It is a place for hope, peace,
encouragement, strength, and growth. Objective forethought is not a place for
fear, frustration, misery, loss, weakness, and spiritual death. God does not give
us this marvelous gift of understanding to terrorize us. He (God) gives it to us as
a place to be filled and nourished.

So, whether we determine to live as objective or subjective, it is up to us
individually. There are benefits of an inspired view of being objective. It has
many valid points for our everyday lives. It’s not done on our power or strength.
There are promises for our spiritual vitality that God has given us, and they
begin when we yield to the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

The crux of our character and integrity are impacted by our spiritual
standards. The wholeness of our relationship to God and others is impacted by
our spiritual vitality. And the depth of our spiritual fervor is found in our will
and how we think and act. As we determine and understand God’s Word, Will
and purpose, this all comes together in an understandable way.

The questions we have to ask ourselves is how important is spiritual
discernment to living. Am | where God would desire me to be? Am | discerning
God’s will? Am | living a productive Christian life? or am | just existing?

There will always be crises, but God’s love and presence is there for every
one. The Bible has so many things that we can learn in Bible study. And, as we
develop a discernment of God’s will through objective forethought, we can live a
more fruitful and powerful life of honesty and integrity. This is where we
become a living sacrifice as Christians, wholly acceptable to God.

Hebrews 12:1 says, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. The
Bible explains it plainly what our task is to become like-minded in thought with
God’s eternal will.

Romans 12:1-2 says, “Therefore, I urge you , brothers, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is
your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, then you will be able to

test and approve what God’s will is-his good, pleasing, and perfect will.” Be
objective in your thinking. Discover your purpose in Jesus Christ.

So the final and major questions placed before us are will we allow the Holy
Spirit to confront our inmost being to discover our strengths and determine our
weaknesses? Are we prepared for the strength and wisdom that honesty will
reveal about our weaknesses? Are we prepared to change into what God would
desire? Big questions, tough answers, honest living. That is what life is aboult.

In closing, | leave with you the favorite challenge of author, lecturer, and
teacher Tony Campolo, “Carpe Diem!” (Seize the day!) I invite you to discover
the life that God would have you to find through objective thinking.

As we grow and share in this process together, we can all learn and spur one
another onto a rich and fruitful relationship with Jesus Christ. This, in the end, is
what the Christian life is all about.

Gift from God

Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards
of the mysteries of God. In this case, moreover, it is required
of stewards that one be found trustworthy. 1 Corinthians 4:1-2

by James Summers, ACC

As we see in the Word of God, true stewardship requires faithfulness and
complete recognition that life is in no way about us. This sounds good and is
certainly something each of us as believers can embrace, at least intellectually.
However, allowing true stewardship to take root in our foundation and manifest
itself in our lives to the point where we are beginning to allow it to direct the
most important decisions in our lives is another matter entirely.

For example, when we, as children of God who are called to do great and
mighty things, are faced with adversity do we tuck our tail and run or do we
remain faithful stewards of our witness by standing firm and letting our light
shine? Furthermore, each day the Lord wakes us up, what are we doing to
advance the Kingdom with the 24 hours He has allotted us? If indeed the answer
to this question causes us to doubt our actions in any way, what are we going to
do to correct it? Taking it one step further, if we as believers are misusing the
“allotted” amount of time we have been given what makes you think God can
entrust you with eternity?

For the Bible clearly states in Luke 16:10-11 that “He that is faithful in that
which is least is also faithful in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust
also in much. Therefore, if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?” In other words, if you
are failing to properly handle the replica who is going to entrust you with the real
McCoy? As I begin to close I’d like to leave you something to consider:

As we begin to approach the meaning and true understanding of stewardship
let us begin to realize that as believers we must handle everything that’s a part of
our lives as if it is a gift from God. Because the reality is, it is.




Breaking Down Walls

“1 ‘was in prison Matthew@5:3§cou c ame

Humanity

Guilty or Innocent?
by Dan Evans

For through the grace given to me | say to

everyone among you not to think more highly of

himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as
God has allotted to each a measure of faith. Romans 12:3

Ah... now that is a question we deal with quite a bit, huh? Guilty or
innocent? When you share your story with others, are you guilty or innocent?
When you hear others tell their story, you’re asking yourself, “Is he really guilty
or innocent?” A lot of us have spent countless hours in the law library trying to
answer that very question and most likely trying to prove we are innocent and
not guilty. But, when we look at our lives in the spiritual and not the physical,
we are all definitely guilty. We are very familiar with the verse in Romans that
says all have sinned and fall short, but praise God that through the shedding of
Jesus’ blood we have redemption from our sins and His precious blood cleanses
us from all unrighteousness and when God looks at His children, He sees the
blood and we are justified! Thank you, Jesus! Are you there? Can you say, “I am
guilty. I am a sinner. But, | have confessed my sins and asked Jesus to save me
and I am no longer guilty, but innocent thanks to Him!”

Did you know that as a Christian, you have a place designed for you in the
body of Christ? How do you find your place in the body of Christ? First, you
must dedicate your body. Romans 12:1 is a very familiar verse to a lot of us and
we know what we need to do, but do we do it? Are we guilty of taking our lives
back and being in control? When we present our bodies as living sacrifices, we
are giving all of our self to God, not a piece here, or a piece there. When God
owns your body, He owns you. Are you letting Him do what He wants to do with
you? Guilty or innocent?

Second, eliminate competing distractions. Verse 2 of Romans chapter 12
tells us not to be conformed to this world. If we are conforming, that means our
focus is on what we are conforming to. What’s distracting you? Female officers?
Whatever’s on TV in the dayroom? Winning that card game? Playing those
tickets? That magazine your bunkie looks at? Guilty or innocent? We need to
evaluate our priorities on a daily basis. Keep yourself in check. How do we do

that? Stay in the Word. Pray. Matthew 6:33 tells us to seek first the kingdom of
God. What do you do first? What do you seek first?
Third, evaluate your strengths. Like verse 3 says, don’t think too highly of
¥ourself but have sound judgment. Exhibit self-control. How are you doing in
& areg}f’%unty or innocent? Be realistic. Don’t overestimate yourself, but don’t
underestimate yourself either! We are surrounded by such negativity that
bombards us daily, we don’t need to be beating ourselves up on top of it! Be
encouraged and then encourage someone else! We need to be building each other
up and not tearing each other down. Guilty or innocent? If your strength is
encouragement, then you need to be exercising that gift in the name of Jesus!

Fourth, cooperate with other believers. Verses 4 & 5 talk about there being
many members in the body, but we do not all have the same function, we are
members of one another. Not everybody is supposed to be the lead singer of the
praise and worship team, so quit being upset when it’s not you! Honestly and
sincerely ask God where He would have you in the body and then operate in that
place with joy. Quit looking at others as competitors and start looking at other
believers as co-laborers and teammates. Every believer is a minister in the body
of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-13). Every believer has a different function (1
Corinthians 12:4). Every ministry is important (1 Corinthians 12). We all must
cooperate together because we are dependent on each other and NOT
independent of each other! Guilty or innocent?

Lastly, we must activate our spiritual gift. Romans 12:6 says, “Since we
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise
them accordingly . . .” The gifts and talents each believer has are NOT to benefit
themselves, but to benefit and minister to others. Guilty or innocent? We
encounter so many people every day that look out just for themselves, whether
it’s cutting in line at the canteen or talking so loud at their bunk you can’t
concentrate on what you’re doing, that we must dedicate ourselves to exercising
our gifts not only for the benefit of others, but for the glory of God! It is every
believer’s responsibility to promote unity within the body of Christ. God uses
diversity in the body of Christ to create unity. Isn’t that an awesome thing? We
are all different in our own unique way, but when we are of one mind, one heart,
and walk in one Spirit, it creates and promotes a unity that when others look and
see, they only see Jesus Christ! It is each believer’s responsibility to use the gifts
you’ve been given. Guilty or innocent?

Romans 12:9 says this in The Message Bible, “Love from the center of who
you are; don’t fake it.” To be honest, we can’t fake it and be an effective witness
and testimony to those who truly need to see that Jesus can make a difference in
someone’s life and that the Christian life is truly the life to live. So, are you
being real today? Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to break down those walls
and are you living transparently for the world to see? For the compound to see?
For the guys in your dorm to see? For your bunkie to see? For you to see? Guilty
or innocent?




From Behind the Walls
The A.C.C. to You!

In Spirit & in Truth

by Robert Miller, ACC

God is a Spirit; and they that worship must
Worship Him in spirit and in truth. John 4:24

N

i In conjunction with this passage, you find a Samaritan
woman telling Jesus of the traditional forms and methods

_se. of worship. ’'m going to reflect on three unspiritual points
from the woman and three spiritual responses from Jesus. You see, behind these
walls I’ve watched men and women, (including myself), so disgusted and
ashamed of their past and sinful nature that we abandon and forsake certain
things in the pursuit of holiness. Sacrificing relationships, talents and gifts
because of previous perversions in their purpose. Today I'm going to challenge
these decisions because I found within myself that I hadn’t let go of things I had
simply embraced the fear of them becoming vices. If you haven’t dealt with the
core of these issues, your journey may be full of suppressed images of what a
Christian should be, based on opinions and feelings, not spirit and truth. | want
to admonish and exhort you to be careful and mindful of adopting the many
traditions and ritualistic views we are subjected to in our current positions. It has
the potential to make us useless in the office of soul winning; Why?

Point 1: (John 4:9-10) This woman developed a judgmental spirit because of
three traditional customs and was left blinded by ignorance. Jesus’ response was
that as if she knew Him, she wouldn’t be worried with a senseless feud.

We do this when we begin minding the journey of others and feeling
comfortable in our own walks. Our understanding for carnality runs thin because
of our opinions and feelings of how a Christian should conduct themselves. In
some cases we begin casting stones at sins we ourselves have wrestled with.
Taking these positions against one another makes us no greater than the religious
crowd warned by Jesus (Matt. 23:13). Instead being blind by ignorance, we need
to have more compassion when encountering these circumstances. Christ is the
grounds for all Fellowship. It’s because of our differences in personalities that
make us human. If someone wants deliverance and is broken, total sanctification
doesn’t immediately follow; it’s a process and daily struggle. Before
questioning another’s salvation or their worthiness of it, try remembering where
God brought you from.

Point 2: (John 4:11-14) The Samaritan woman couldn’t see beyond the
physical methods to discern Christ and questioned how He was to perform this
task. Again Jesus’ response was that she is concerned with the wrong things.

So many of us have established bad investments because of questioning
how. Based on opinions and feelings certain talents and gifts are thought to be
unacceptable by God, or a reproach upon the gospel, when in truth when used for
Christ, become powerful witnessing tools. We are commissioned to go out and
preach Christ and Him crucified. In Acts 10:15, Peter was told, what God has
cleansed should not be called common. In a spiritual application, this would be
equivalent to claiming certain genres of music to be satanic, wearing short hair
vs. long, jewelry, standing vs. sitting in services, interracial marriages, and
multiple other matters that the scriptures have no definitive position. Yet we
have given these doubtful disputations the authority to measure and qualify
salvation and holiness.

Point 3: (John 4:20-24) Here she is telling Jesus of the traditional places of
worship. Jesus’ response is that a time is coming that worship will come from
within (we live in this time today).

There are so many arguments and conflicts about places of worship that
Christians are judged by where they attend church. Different denominations have
become sources of hate and dictate acceptance in certain circles. In truth, real
worship comes from the heart and cannot be found otherwise. Sure some are
more expressive visually but it’s the heart that God is attentive to. We need to
embrace each other by love and our common faith (Jude 3) and stop allowing
Satan to use pride against us. I bring this third point to focus because I've
witnessed men hurt by the church because they were made to feel they are less
Christian because they didn’t believe a certain way, or were attending a church
considered as the wrong denomination. Those lost and being drawn, have turned
back because of the state of confusion amongst the church. Stop discouraging
one another with these unbiblical differences; souls are at stake.

I leave you to study this: never are the Words spirit and truth attributed to
feeling or opinion. God is Spirit and Truth, so if it’s done out of Love, done for
God, and brings Christ to the lost don’t reduce its purpose by some emotional
displeasure. | have learned, despite my feeling and opinions, God has chosen to
do things His way and when | respond in obedience to what He has called me to
do, then I’m acting in a state of spirit and truth. Placing limitations on the things
of God without searching the scriptures first is dangerous. Standing before God,
please do not be found standing against Him (Acts 5:39).

Cuando decimos “Nadie me ama realmente,” Dios dice, “Te amo” (Jn 3:16,34).

Cuando decimos “No puedo continuar,” Dios dice, “mi grase es suficiente”
(2 Cor. 12:9).

Cuando decimos “Me siento solo,” Dios dice, “Nunca te dejare” (Heb. 13:5).

Cuando decimos “No puedo imaginar cOmo seran las cosas,” Dios dice, “dirigiré
tus pasos” (Proverbios 3:5-6).
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by David Owen

Free

To my brothers and sisters in Christ, | thank God for His love, grace, mercy,
and abundant patience with me. He most definitely continues His plans in my
life. 1 love the Lord. T want to share a “whoa!” moment with you. It’s called a
“whoa!” moment because it makes me come to a screeching halt before I dive
off a cliff. | was about to do a triple-twist double somersault when the Holy
Spirit spoke through a spiritually powerful brother in my dorm. The message
was for me. It would be repeated to me two more times because that’s the way
the Holy Spirit gets my attention. Initially, I either don’t understand, can’t take a
hint, or don’t take immediate action.

Is This Gonna Hurt?

One of the volunteer pastors has a little catch-phrase he likes to toss out to
the church. “If ya can’t say ‘Amen’, say ‘ouch’.” Let’s just say that after this was
over, I needed a half gallon of Bactine, a ‘Family Size’ box of Band-Aids, and a
lot of brotherly love. As I said, the first ‘love tap’ from the Holy Spirit came
from Brother “T.R.” in our dorm on a recent Friday. On Saturday afternoon in
chapel, the truth was repeated to the congregation almost word for word by
Pastor Freeman! On Sunday, Pastor Goodman went over the same material!
Confirmation, confirmation, confirmation! Praise God! I’ve got a big ear to ear
grin and I know a certain intern/barista is grinning as well. It’s hard to avoid AJS
(Achy Jaw Syndrome) when one reads about God’s personal work in each of us
and how precise it is according to our individual level of spiritual maturity.

No Better Time

Okay. True Talk. To the readers who are behind the walls, look at your
inmate 1.D. Cards. To the readers outside the walls, follow along. This is for you,
too. What does that 1.D. Card represent? Not your incarceration; not how much
time you have left, or that you're a ‘lifer’. I’ve seen some marvelous things
happen to a man’s length of sentence when God puts His hand in it. That card
represents your freedom. It represents what you did with your freedom before
you came to prison or before your returned to prison. Yeah, | had to let that one
sink in for a bit, too. ““... choose for yourselves this day whome you will serve,
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the
river, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15 NKJV, emphasis added). At
this point, Joshua is old. God has just finished speaking to the Hebrews through
Joshua. In verse 15, he sums things up and tells the Hebrews that today is the
day for each to decide what they plan to do now and for the rest of their days.
We’ve all been given the freedom to make decisions, whether they be wise or
foolish. Joshua shared the choice he and his house had accurately made... today.
He even warned them that the consequences of a foolish decision weren’t going

You

to be pretty. Now, §f there wgs g bit of urgency in his appeal, it was probably due
to the@ct g hd}derstooMt@a as the only day wherein one could act.
Yesterday was gone and tomorrow was never promised. So, today, the Hebrews
made the choice to follow Joshua’s lead. They actually insisted on it.

Several centuries later, Pilate addressed a crowd of Jews regarding their
accusations about Jesus. “Pilate went back out to the Jewish crowd and said, ‘I
don’t find this man guilty of anything! And since I usually set a prisoner free for
you at Passover, would you like for me to set free the king of the Jews?’ They all
shouted, ‘No not Him! We want Barabbas.” Now Barabbas was a terrorist”
(John 18:39-40 CEV, emphasis added). That day, they chose a terrorist over a
Savior! Look at those I.D.s again. Didn’t we choose the prince of this world in
our freedom rather than Christ? Understand that the salvation you were freely
given by God immediately gave you a new spirit... in your old flesh. That’s why
we go through it when temptation rears its head. We made a decision (at one
point or another) and it wasn’t the decision to exercise our freedom in Christ.

I’m in a Relationship Right Now
For us to exercise our freedom in Christ, our relationship with Him needs to
be strong before we leave prison. It’s that tenacity for God that will be our
defense against distractions outside the walls. Brother T.R. has seen it before, so
have I, and so have some of you. Being behind the walls is, in my opinion, like
being in a boot camp that doubles as a monastery. We’re strengthening our faith
and spirit while we’re isolated from society. Newly released brothers get
involved in the busyness of re-acclimating themselves back into society. You can
be pretty sure that whatever vice or addiction put us behind the walls is still
there. Satan will be pounding the pavement, ready to push all of that back into
our face again seven times harder. The entry back into society, the avoidance of
temptation as well other distractions keeps them from the spiritual “workout”
they used to follow — devotions, prayer circles, chapel programs, and Bible
study. For those of us on this side, the effects of our Brothers’ distraction is

measured by the ever-shrinking letters that are written to us.

Can We Talk?

With the noise of life in the world thrumming into the Brothers’ ears and
minds, beating with the cadence of Satan’s drums, communication with God —
prayer — is severely compromised. Then after things calm down, it’s time to
fulfill an unspoken promise to start praying again. Attempts are made, but “you
want something you don’t have, and you will do anything to get it. You will
even kill! But you still cannot get what you want, and you won’t get it by
fighting and arguing. You should pray for it. Yet even when you do pray, your
prayers are not answered because you pray just for selfish reasons. You
people aren’t faithful to God! Don’t you know that if you have the world, you
are God’s enemies? And if you decide to be a friend to the world, you make
yourself an enemy of God” (James 4:2-4 CEV, emphasis added). Anyone, saved
or unsaved, can make impulsive decisions under perceived desperate measures.




In that Kind of circumstance, we tend to react rather than respond; it’s human
nature. More pointedly, it’s our carnal nature and the choices we make under
those conditions that are generally foolish. That is, unless our relationship with
God is strong. Don’t be misled; a relationship is not a 50/50 endeavor. It’s
100/100 — 100% of your commitment and 100% of God’s faithfulness and He’s
been devoting that to your life since the world began.

Confession is Good for the Soul
My prayer life has definitely not been consistent. I’ll pray in earnest faith
and within minutes, 1’1l cast doubt on the whole thing! I didn’t recognize it; I had
no clue at all. Brother T.R. knew that about me... as did the Holy Spirit. To coin
the phrase, “I need to tighten up.” The reality is that negligence is the child of
complacency. I’ve been negligent for a little over a year now. God has truly

been blessing me and | made the decision to kick back a bit and relax on my
laurel wreathes. I thought I better not rock the boat and “mess up” my successes.
I became stagnant in my Christian walk. My prayers became stale and mundane.
As a result, my relationship with God became less than it should have been
because | was thinking more about me and my plans instead of God and His
plans. Ouch. Guess who was thinking?

Start Pumping some Iron Sharpens Iron!

If I’'m not alone, and the odds suggest I’'m not (1800 people on the mailing
list), be encouraged! I think I heard a few “whoas” out there. As | write this to
you, I’m also writing this to myself. Prayer life is strengthened by reading more
of God’s Word more often. Get familiar with God’s numerous, wonderful
promises to us. Build up and strengthen your relationship with your Heavenly
Father. “For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to the mountain, ‘be removed
and cast into the sea,” and does not doubt in his heart, but believes those things
he says will be done, he will have whatever he says (Mark 11:23 NKJV,
emphasis added). God’s name is on those promises. In your prayers, hold God
accountable! No, God surely doesn’t need to be reminded of His own promises.
Be He surely loves to see His children confident in his assurances that He’s got
us covered; and that’s faith. It’s okay to pray, “Abba, didn’t you say...? I'm
waiting for that letter from my son you promised.” Or, “Thank you, Father God!
I know I’'m being healed simply because You promised it.”

What’d that Guy Say?

Whether you are in prison now, recently released, or have always been
outside the walls, examine yourself. If you don’t have an accountability partner,
find one, assign one, or draft one. Choose today to exercise your freedom in
Christ. Strengthen your relationship with God by reading more of His Word
more often so you will be able to better understand how to align yourself in His
will. Relationship requires communication through faithful prayer. Pray with
the assurance of God’s promises to you. Pray as though you’ve already received.
Distractions happen. If you stay true to the above, your focus on the Kingdom

will keep you from derailing when certain aspects of this worldly life pop up.
Believe me; all this is being put on my ‘to do’ list right now.

Li’l O’ Me

At the end of March 2013, | turned 60 years old. | accepted Christ as my
Savior on November 11, 2007. | just recently celebrated my fifth re-birthday and
as you’ve already seen, 20% of that time was unproductive in relationship
building. I’'m no brainiac or mental giant. There’s no letters of education behind
my name. | was a theater arts major in college which prepared me to say things
such as “paper or plastic, ma’am?” or “would you like that super-sized?”
Sometimes, | even get lost in the chow hall walking from the juice cooler back to
my table. The testimony and supporting scripture | shared with you was
revelation from the Holy Spirit through a loving brother who volunteered to fight
this spiritual fight with me, making me accountable for my actions... or lack
thereof. And he says it whether | chose to hear it or not. It sure didn’t originate
from me, but I will say this: the day I stop learning something new is the day I’ll
be in Heaven in a glorified body and the only thing I’ll need to know is that I'm
in the presence of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

The title I gave to the testimonial letter is the title of an old “70’s feel good
song written, | believe, by Marlo Thomas. | added the dots because the original
song stops short of saying that we are “free to be you and me in Christ Jesus.”

Yeah! It’s What He Said

And whatever you ask in my name that | will do, that my Father may be
glorified in the Son. Ask anything in my namand | will do it (John 14:13-14).
Stand fast therefore in liberty by which Christ made us freand do not be
entangledagain with the yoke of bondage (Galatians 5:1). But seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousnessd all shall be added to you (Matthew
8:33). Therefore if the Son of God makes you free, you shall be free, INDEEIP
(John 8:36) *Emphasis added. Amen to that!

What’s Your Environment?

Are you in an environment that promotes faithfulness, godliness and
spiritual commitment? What about a place that cultivates love, worship, and the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace? Ok, maybe you are a part of a place that
is marked by the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. What about a place that
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exalts God’s Word as the supreme and final authority, to preach it and spread its
precepts? All right, | have one more question. Are you bringing those qualities to
the environment that you are a part of? Because it starts with you, and it starts
with me.

In order for any environment to be cultivated into anything that resembles
the Biblical design, it must be cultivated in our hearts first. This must be
cultivated in the hearts of the entire body of Christ. Remember, it starts with us.



Your
by Christopher Bachmann, ACC

The Holy Spirit is awesome. He is so active in our
lives, yet many don’t realize it. But what’s amazing is how
He reveals His workings to us in His Word. You see, your
life (as a believer) is constantly covered with prayer. You
may feel alone. You may feel isolated and even have
tormenting thoughts that nobody cares for you at all. Just the opposite is true!
The Holy Spirit continuously talks to the Father about your needs and desires.

While you are asleep, He prays for you.

While you work, He prays for you.

When you feel doubts, He prays for you.

You are truly the apple of God’s eye. “For the Lord’s portion is His
people... He found them in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness;
He led them about, He instructed them, He kept them as the apple of His eye”
(Deuteronomy 32:9-10).

You see, you and I are limited in our human understanding. “For we know
not what we should pray for as we ought” (Romans 8:26). That’s why our
prayers are often ineffective, incomplete, and unanswered. That’s why it’s
important to seek the Holy Spirit and find out what He is praying about for you,
so that you can touch and agree with Him in order for the Father’s will to be
accomplished in your life. The Holy Spirit is the only person in the universe that
knows the Father’s will for you. “For what man knows the things of a man,
except the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knows no
one knows, except the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 2:11).

Now what’s cool is this: the Holy Spirit is given to you so that you can know
the Father’s desire for you. “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of
God” (1 Corinthians 2:12).

The love the Holy Spirit has for you is seen in His desire to pray for you.
“Likewise the Spirit also helps our infirmities...the Spirit Himself making
intercessions for us” (Romans 8:26). This reveals that the Holy Spirit is very
passionate about your needs and desires being fulfilled!

Let us love and treasure the Holy Spirit. While many may leave you, you are
not alone! The Holy Spirit will never leave you alone in the storms of life. Ever!
Jesus promised it; “And I will pray the Father and He shall give you another
comforter, that He may abide with you forever” (John 14:16).

The Holy Spirit is with you!

Your success is not limited to your efforts.

Your future is not limited by your personal knowledge.

Your victories are not dependent on your own personal abilities.

You’re victorious with the Spirit and Jesus interceding for you. “It is Christ
that died, yea rather that is risen again, who is at the right hand of God, making
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The Holy Spirit and Jesus are your personal mtercessors throughout every
trial and difficult situation in your life. That’s why the Apostle Paul could shout
with joy in the midst of the most difficult, cold, damp prison experiences: “Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? For | am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, not things present, nor things
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35, 38-39).

You see, he knew he was not alone. He knew Jesus was in heaven
interceding for him. He knew the Holy Spirit was interceding for him. Do you
know that? Do you believe that? God’s Word declares that Jesus is praying for
you; the Holy Spirit is praying for you and dwells within you. Therefore, you are
not alone in this great big world.

You may be encountering temptations in your personal life. Your mind may
experience torment over your failures. But if you know Jesus Christ as your Lord
and Savior, you are not alone. You have someone mighty in your corner praying
and interceding on your behalf. Therefore, rejoice because great things are
headed toward your life today! All because of your intercessor...the Holy Spirit!

Wrestling for God is a Team Sport!

by Chad Anderson

I was saddened that the International Olympic Committee dropped wrestling
from the 2020 Olympics. Wrestling is what truly made my senior year of high
school fun. Sometimes | would wake up in the morning after a long practice and
discover a rather large bruise somewhere on my body, not knowing exactly
where it came from. Later, showing off the abrasion to the other guys and girls
on the team was like sharing an inside joke that no one else understood.

The devil knows how to attack us, shooting in, and taking you to the mat and
pinning you. Wrestling in high school is like what finding God and Jesus are to
me today. The Scripture leads us to be ready for Satan’s constant assault
(Ephesians 6: 10-17). | do my best to stay guarded, so | know when to sprawl out
when the devil shoots in. With the armor, I’'m able to reverse the attack and fight
back. Unlike wrestling, a singles sport, | have an entire team to help me.

As John said in I John 1:3, “That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you, that ye also have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with
the Father and His Son Jesus Christ.” Not only do we have the help of fellow
Christians, but the Father and Son will take up arms with us to fight off Lucifer.

The famous wrestling coach, Dan Gable, is calling for teamwork within the
wrestling community to get wrestling back into the Olympics. Similarly, we
need to follow suit and use teamwork to fight back against the wiles of the devil,
through fellowship with one another as well as our Lord Jesus Christ. The Grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.




